








Bahrain Center for Studies and Research is organizing 

The latb GCCJapan Environment symposium 

Bahrain Center for Studies and Rmeamh (BCSR) held the 1 8 ~  GCGlapan Environment 
Symposium entitlgd "Environment and Water R e s o w  for Our Future'' under the auspices of 
H.E. Dr. M o w e d  Bin Jmsim Al-Gatam, the Chabm of Board of Trustee, BCSR in 
coopmtion with the Japan Cooperation Center, Petroleum (JCCP). This symposium is held in 
the kingdom of Bahrain for the second time. The first time was in the year 2004. The symposium 
has been held annually since 1992. The first symposium was held in Japan, and then GCC 
muntri~ have the honor to host it annually in a different country. 

The Environment Symposium is held in a critical time dwing which all GCC countria are facing 
major challengas with respect to energy, water resourn, and environment. Efforts should be 
intepted and intensified to face the c m t  and future challenges. The challenges include, but 
not limited to: 

1. Energy: 

Oscillations of oil prim up and down during the last two years have affected to large 
extend the econofic conditions in the GCC countries especially the countries are 
depending on oil as a major source for national income 

b. The energy consumption rates in dl GCC c0untrie.s are very high in both domestic 
and industrial sectom. The per capita energy c o ~ t i o n  in GCC countries are the 
highest allover the world with only Norway as exception. 

2. Water: 

a Water resources are scarce and very limited with low potential to b. Fossil 
groundwater is the main water r e s o w  in the region, However, due to groundwater 
over-abstraction to meet the increasing water demand, the ground-= levels 
dropped down and its water quality hriomted that e f fd  to large extent its 
sustainability . 

b. The per capita renewable water remums in all GCC countries are among the lowest 
20 country allover the world. 

c. Development of unconvdod water resources such as desalinated water and treated 
wastewater is very costly and has some environmental impact on marine and air 



environment especially in areas around desalination md treatment plants. In addition, 
constructinn of desalination and Wastewater treatment plants affects the national 
expenditures of the GCC countries. 

d. Despite all these facts, the per capita daily drinking water rates are among the highest 
rates all over the world, The rate in Kingdom of Bahrain is almost thrse times the 
world average. 

3. Environment: 

a The per capita GHG emissions, which is responsible of climate change phenomena 
are the highest allover the world. Qatar, Kuwait, United Arab Emirates, and Kingdom 
of B W n  are the highest while dl GCC countries are among the top-1 0 countries. 

b. Climate change comprises increasing average temperature by about 1-3 degrees and 
sea level rim. Sea level rise could have serious impact on costal areas in GCC 
countries and in ~ i c u l a r ;  Kingdom of Bahrain as it consists of group of islands. 

For dl these chaIlenges, The Bahrain Center for Studies and Research and The Japan 
Cooperation Center, Petroleum have dwided to organize this annual symposium entitled 
%Environment and Water Resources for Our Future". 

The Symposium objectives are to bring together scientists and professionals from GCC countries 
and Japan to mmmunicate and exchange knowledge on environment, and to provide bener 
undemanding of the improvement and rehabilitation of the envi~nment: through utilization and 
application of innovative technologies. 22 working papm dealing with different dimensions of 
energy, w-r, and environment am included in the symposium. 

Large numbers of experts and scientist from Kingdom of Bahrain, GCC, and Japan participated 
in the symposium. The total number of participants in the symposium was more 200 representing 
universities (Arabian Gulf Universiv, University of Bahrain, AMA Bahrain International 
University, Sultan Qabous University, King Fahd for oil and Mineral University, UAE university, 
and Tokyo university) in addition to water, energy, and environment ministries and authorities in 
Kingdom of Bahrain and GCC. Moreover, experts h m  researcb arid scientific centers, civil 
society and consulting firms participated in the symposium. 

The opening cemrnony comprised wc1wme and introductory remarks made by H.E. Dr. 
Abdullab Al-Sadiq, secretary general of BCSR, H.E. Eng. Faisal AI-Mahrous, Chief Executive - 
Bahrain Petroleurn Company - BAPCO, KE. Mr. Hideo Sato, Ambassador of Japan, and H.E. 
Mr. Morihiro Yashida, Managing F i t o r ,  Japan Cooperation Center, Petroleum. 

The symposium wmpriwj five ~ierrtific sessions, the first session included three keynote 
@es given by Dr. Jurm K a d a m  who presented an innovative method for capturing and 
storing C a h n  dioxide. Mr. E m  AI-Ansari gave the second keynote speech describing BAPCO 



innovative wastew&r treatment plant. Pmf. Waled  Al-Zubari p m t e d  water mmces 
management challenges in GCC Countrim in the third keynote speech. 

The sympsium included four themes; the first theme was Energy and Gas Industry and 
S w h h b X i ,  which comprised four working p a p s  to be pmated in session two. The second 
theme was Water Resuurce-s and Envimental Protection that included five woiking papem to 
be premted in the third technical session. While theme three was Climate Change and Glohal 
Warming which comprid five working papen to be presented in the forth session. The forth 
theme wbs Future Pmpsctiva far Energy, Water and Enviroment which included five working 
papmi to be pmsented in the fiRh technical session. 

The symposium program included a field d p  to BAPCO refinery to e x p l o ~  the Babrslin 
Pmleum Campany efforts to protect and consem environment. It also indudes a visit to Al- 
Areen Porrk. 

In this respect, BCSR would like to thank the Japanese embassy and JCCP for dleir effective 
techid and financial support. BCSR would also like to express his gratitude to the Bahrain 
Petrqhm Company (BAPCO) for their support of d n  activities of his  symgasium md for 
many dvitia of the BCSR BCSR extends his gratitude to Al-Wahn newspap for f i r  
suppoa to the sympcwium and other activities of the BCSR hoping for them d success. 
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